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This study uses the term ‘system’ in an organic rather than
mechanistic sense, as a complex whole formed of interacting and
interrelated elements. The humanitarian system is thus defined as
the network of interconnected institutional and operational entities
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This year’s report differs from earlier editions, as performance
has been assessed
through the lens of four core functions of the
National
humanitarian NGOs
system. The humanitarian system can be seen as having
two principal functions:
•

Providing rapid relief in response to major sudden-onset disasters

•

Meeting the basic humanitarian needs of populations
undergoing
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some
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The SOHS 2015 also identifies two auxiliary functions:
•

Building capacity for local disaster preparedness, recovery and
general resilience
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The four functions described above do not make up an exhaustive list
of humanitarian activities and are not equally important in every case.
Rather, elements of each are usually at work to some degree in any given
humanitarian context.
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